General concepts of wrist biomechanics and a view from other species.
The carpus is one of the most complex joints in the extremities both in respect of its structure and its mechanics. In this article, an overview of the structural and biomechanical characteristics of the human carpus is presented first, followed by the author's observations on the structural characteristics of the carpal equivalents of a variety of animal species compared with those of the human carpus. Finally, the implications of these observations for the functional reconstruction of the hand are outlined.